IV
CHBONOLOGT AND DEVELOPMENT

THE value of a knowledge of the order in which an
author's works were composed no longer needs to be
argued. The development of power and skill which
such knowledge reveals is an important part of biog-
raphy, and an individual work is more surely inter-
preted when we know the period and the circumstances
of the author's life in which it was written, and what
other works, by himself and his fellows, lie nearest
in point of time. Without a knowledge of chronol-
ogy, the indebtedness of contemporary authors to one
another and the growth of literary forms cannot be
determined.

The fact, so often to be insisted upon, that at the
beginning of Shakespeare's career stage plays were
hardly regarded as literature at all and were not pub-
lished by their authors, deprives us of the evidence
usually afforded by date of publication. We are thus
forced to have recourse to a variety of more or less
casually recorded data, and to indications of differences
of maturity in style and matter which are often
much less clear than could be wished. Before giving
the results of the research that has been pursued for
a century and a half, it will be worth while to enumerate
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